
Martock Flooding Road Closures 2013/2014 
 

During the winter of 2013/2014 many homes in Somerset were flooded. Martock was very 
fortunate in this respect as no properties were flooded. But between 19th December 2013 
and 6th January 2014 Stoke Road, the entrance to Martock from the A303, was closed three 
times due to flooding and Parrett Works (Martock to South Petherton road) five times.  
 
These road closures are part of the Martock Parish Council Flood Warden Management 
Scheme following the debacle in 2012, when trying to persuade the authorities to close the 
roads in time proved extremely difficult. 15 cars were abandoned. Now the Parish Council 
has Police authority to close both roads when in the opinion of the flood wardens safety is a 
concern.  
 
During the wet weather the flood wardens monitored Hurst Brook on Stoke Road and Water 
Street, including the bridges, and the River Parrett at Parrett Works. Met Office severe 
weather warnings gave us the ‘heads up’ along with the Environment Agency Flood Alert 
Scheme, which covers South Somerset Rivers Upper Reaches. These warnings coupled with 
good judgement enabled the flood wardens to close the roads before they became 
dangerous to traffic. Regular road closure updates of the local area were placed on the 
Martock web site home page. In the first five days there were nearly 6,000 hits. (See letters 
below). 
 
Thanks to a generous grant of nearly £1,000 from 
Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service we 
were able to purchase appropriate signs and 
equipment to support effective road closures. At the 
Parish Council’s request Highways have now put in 
place the static flood signs at both ends of Stoke 
Road and Parrett Works. 
 
Closing these roads should not be taken for granted. 
The flood wardens on Stoke Road put in over 183 
hours of time to ensure the safety of others. A 
number spent many additional hours during the night 
monitoring river levels. The wardens at Parrett Works put in similar hours.  
 
This time no cars broke down on Stoke Road or Parrett Works.  
 
Whilst we have an excellent flood management scheme (full details are contained in the 
Martock Emergency Plan, which you can access on the Martock website), flood prevention 
still requires work. Other parts of Somerset suffered the worst flooding for years in 2013/14, 
but the level of flood water on Stoke Road, Martock,  was half that of 2012/13. It is believed 
that the reason for this was the improved maintenance of the road side ditches, land drains 
and road gullies proving the importance of ensuring that all drainage systems are cleansed 
regularly. 
 
Some advice if you encounter flood water on a road: 
 
1)  Do not enter flood water, unless you are sure it is safe to do so, by having observed 
another vehicle drive safely through the water and you can see the road surface on the 
other side of the flood. 

Stoke Road near the A303 



 
2) If you are unable to see the extent of the flood water, do not enter it, because you 
do not know what depth the water has reached and the road surface may 
have been washed away. Remember most modern cars will float in over 3 feet of 
water, steering will be lost and you do not have a rudder! 
 
3) When a road is closed with signs and cones do not ignore the road closure, it has 
been closed for the safety of all road users. The bow wave from your vehicle can flood 
properties and owners will claim off your vehicle insurance for flood damage to their 
properties. 
 
4) If flood wardens are present and they observe drivers vehicles disregarding a road 
closure, the Police have requested that a record be made of the registration number of the 
vehicle, which will be reported to the Police. Ignoring a road closure is an offence which 
can lead to an appearance at a Magistrates’ Court. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Martock to South Petherton Road 


