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Introduction

Cllr Mike Stanton – Chair of Somerset Rivers Authority

The SRA is a partnership which:

• Brings together and co-ordinates

• Identifies, funds and oversees the delivery of additional flood risk 

and water level management work

• The SRA DOES NOT undertake emergency response and 

recovery activities. 



Who is the Somerset Rivers Authority?



• The SRA came out of the Flood Action Plan 

• Response to a specific set of events - 2012, 

2013-14 floods

• Community pressure 

• Frustration that national priorities and funding 

were not reflecting local priorities and concerns

• 59 distinct actions identified in the plan

• 52 completed, close to completion or ongoing

• SRA is about partnership, local priorities, doing 

extra and being greater than the sum of its 

parts

Why do we have the SRA?



What has been achieved



W1 Dredging and River Management



W2 – Land Management



W3 – Urban Water Management



W4 – Resilient Infrastructure



W5 – Building Local Resilience

• After 2013-14,              

re-establishing 

people’s day-to-day 

lives 

• Flood plans developed 

in six places on 

Somerset Levels and 

Moors

• Helping people to 

prepare for future 

floods 

• Helping communities 

adapt to climate 

change



The Future

Somerset Rivers Authority Strategy and Action Plan



SRA Vision

Strategic Drivers

Objectives

Workstreams

Action Plan

Flood Action Plan Review

• Local Priorities

• Delivering Extra

• Collaboration  

• One Voice

• Flooding

• Communities

• Environment

• Access

• Economy



Integrated Flood Risk and Water 
Management

- Local Priorities 
- Delivering Extra
- Collaboration  
- One Voice

Responding to the impacts of 
Climate Change

- Adaptation and Resilience
- Working with Communities
- Protect and Enhance Natural Habitats
- Economic Recovery

Wider Context 



Developing new objectives

1.Reduce the negative impacts of flooding. 

2.Strive to maintain transport access and connectivity. 

3.Work with communities to increase resilience and encourage 

adaptation to flood risks. 

4.Work with nature-based solutions to protect and enhance wildlife 

and the special environments of Somerset. 

5.Protect the economy from the impacts of flooding and enable 

new economic opportunities.



• We want to understand your priorities for increasing resilience      

to flooding and for adapting to climate change.

• The SRA exists to deliver extra – what would be most helpful    

to your community in the future?

• Funding?

• Advice / Talks? 

• Training and equipment?

• Access to technical support? 

• Making links with other groups? 

• Support to set up new groups? 

• What else? 

Flood Action Plan Review



• W/C 23 January – stakeholder engagement event 

• W/C 30 January – in-person public engagement  

• W/C 6 February – online public engagement

• W/C 13 February – in-person public engagement  

• W/C 27 February – online public engagement 

• From 1 February for six weeks – online engagement portal

• June 2023 – SRA Board Approval of final strategy and action plan

• In the interim – SRA@somerset.gov.uk or 01823 355111

Public Engagement. 

mailto:SRA@somerset.gov.uk

